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            We manufacture sustainable paper and wood products from renewable resources that are used every day by millions of people. To that end, we support policies that help our industry grow, create jobs, and foster global market competition so we can continue to provide these essential products.
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            AF&PA’s public policy and advocacy efforts are driven by facts.  Statistics and data are foundations of our work.
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            Paper and wood products are an essential part of daily life. Paper comes from wood, a natural and renewable material, making paper and wood products some of the few truly sustainable products.
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            The American Forest & Paper Association is the go-to source on issues and up-to-date information about the industry. We’re working to ensure the paper and wood products industry continues to grow and policymakers understand our issues. 
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            Paper bags offer retailers and consumers a packaging option that is highly recycled, compostable, and renewable. The Renewable Bag Council (RBC) is a coordinated effort by Kraft paper producers advocate for access to paper bags in response to legislation to tax, ban, or otherwise restrict the use of recyclable paper bags.
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            	1/3 of the U.S. is forested. And, in the last 30 years, U.S. forest area has increased by nearly 33 million acres, or the size of 2,275 football fields of forest growth every day.
	Paper recycling is an environmental success story. The recycling rate for paper and paper-based packaging — including paper bags — has met or exceeded 63% every year since 2009.
	Paper products like paper bags are easily recyclable. Thanks to improved education about the ease, importance, and widespread availability of curbside recycling for paper products.
	Paper bags are a sustainable, clean, hygienic and convenient choice. Paper bags are made from renewable and recyclable resources with responsible manufacturing practices.

The RBC advocates for local and state governments to partner with industry, environmental groups and consumers on programs to increase paper recycling. For more information, contact: Industry_Affairs@afandpa.org.
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